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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

לַיִם was born in ,ר׳ זוּנְדל זַצַ״ל א  and ר׳ אֵלִיָׁהוּ צְבִי to יְרוּשָׁ טוֹיבָׁ
ה עֵץ חַיִים Kroizer. He learned in פײֵגָׁא ה He married .יְשִיבָׁ  מַלְכָׁ
Porush and was from the first to learn in יְשִיבַת מִיר’s כוֹלֵל. 

He learned in לַיִם ק but was a ,יְרוּשָׁ  He was a .חֲזוֹן אִיש of the תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָׁ
א ן צְבִי with חַבְרֻתָׁ תָׁ  Soloveitchik. For most of ר׳ בעֶרל Finkel and later with ר׳ נָׁ
his life, he served as a מְלַמֵד in רִים רִים both in חַדָׁ  He was .בְנֵי בְרַק and מֵאָה שְעָׁ
a neighbor of the Steipler and was a close friend of ר׳ חַיִים Kanievsky זַצַ״ל. 
He wrote ה ה עַל הַתוֹרָׁ  ,during the year he spent in Lugano אוֹר הַחַמָׁ
Switzerland, establishing a ה ה and שַ״ס He also wrote on .תַלְמוּד תוֹרָׁ כָׁ  In .הֲלָׁ
1990, he was appointed as a מֵשִיב in יְשִיבַת טשעֶבִין. Known as a מַתְמִיד, he 
was also a אוֹן נוּת and חֶסֶד in גָׁ  .עַנְוְתָׁ

 ח' אייר
5684 – 5774 
1923 – 2014 

R' Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל’s relative anonymity 
allowed him to spend his waking hours 
learning תּוֹרָה. R' Chaim Kanievsky זַצַ״ל 
observed that this was in fact a gift 
from ד׳. Many years ago, he 
remarked that it must be that ד׳ loves 
R' Zundel more than he loves R' 
Chaim, because He kept R' Zundel 
hidden and people did not flock to him 
with אֵלוֹת כֵי צִבּוּר and שְׁ  the way they do צָרְׁ
with R' Chaim.  

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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לְתִיאֲנִי ד׳ אֱלֺקֵיכֶם אֲשֶר …     וַיִקְרָא כ:כד(…)אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים  הִבְדַּ  
I am ד׳, your G-d, Who has separated you from the peoples…  

וַיִקְרָא כ:כו(…)אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים  וָאַבְדִלכִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי ד׳ …   
… for I, ד׳ , am holy; and I will separate you from the peoples …  
 and קְדֻשָה discuss the laws of the קְדֺשִים and פָרָשִיוֹת אַחֲרֵי מוֹת 
purity that characterize the Jewish nation. The גְמָרָא derives many 
 ;פָרָשִיוֹת in these two פְסוּקִים from the seemingly repetitious הֲלָכוֹת
however, the repetition that חֲזַ״ל do not address is in these two 
לְתִיאֲנִי ד׳ אֱלֺקֵיכֶם אֲשֶר  (1 :פְסוּקִים אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים הִבְדַּ , I am ד׳, your G-d, 
Who has separated you from the peoples… and 2)   וָאַבְדִלכִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי ד׳ 
 am holy; and I will separate you from the ,ד׳ ,for I … -אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים
peoples … 
 If we look closely at these two פְסוּקִים we realize that the 
first פָסוּק is in the past tense —  לְתִיאֲשֶר הִבְדַּ  — Who has separated 
you, and the second פָסוּק is in the future tense — וָאַבְדִל — and I will 
separate you. 
 In סֻכַת דָוִד, R' Dovid Kviat זַצַ״ל suggests that this slight 
variation justifies the repetition of these words. 
 The first פָסוּק is a reminder of a historic event. On ד׳ ,הַר סִינַי 
separated us and commanded us to follow the תּוֹרָה. We were given a 
clear commandment to maintain that separation. רַשִ״י explains that 
 were differentiated from the other nations and were given כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל
the תּוֹרָה because of our distinguished heritage from the אָבוֹת, our 
forefathers. This is similar to a prince being told that he is restricted 
from eating in the marketplace. The restriction is based solely on his 

royal heritage. We were told to keep our distance from the nations of 
the world. We must be careful not to learn from their ways. We have 
to look different, act differently, and only then can we be a light to our 
non-Jewish neighbors.  
 The second פָסוּק is directed to a future issue. There would 
be times in the history of our nation in which the separation that 
occurred at סִינַי would eventually wear off, and then ד׳ will need to 
separate us. We are ד׳’s people, and if we fail to maintain our status as 
the children of ד׳, then He has to remind us to do so. Whether we like 
it or not, we represent ד׳, and we have to be holy, as He is:  כִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי
 am holy; and I will separate you ,ד׳ ,for I — ד׳ וָאַבְדִל אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים
from the peoples.  
 If we are not careful to maintain our separate identity, ד׳ has 
many nations who are willing to maintain that separation. R' Chaim of 
Volozhin would say, “If the Yidden do not make קִדוּש (sanctification), 
then the non-Jews will need to make הַבְדָלָה (separation).” The  מִדְרָש
בַצַר לְךָ וּמְצָאוּךָ כֺל הַדְבָרִים הָאֵלֶה  :explains the words (שְמוֹת לו:א) רַבָה

…בְאַחֲרִית הַיָמִים וְשַבְתָּ עַד ד׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ  — In your distress, [when all these 
things] come upon you in the end of the days, and you will return to ד׳ 
your G-d: The nations of world oppress the Jews so that we should 
turn to ד׳ and do תְּשוּבָה. It is important to remember that we are the 
nation that is teaching the rest of the world how to behave. Our 
modesty and lifestyle must affect the rest of the world, not the other 
way around! 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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נפטר ו׳ אייר, ה׳ תשמ״זלע״נ יצחק בן ישעיהו דוב ע״ה   

פרשה: קדשים     הפטרה: הלוא כבני כשיים אתם לי... )עמוס ט:ז-טו(

דף יומי: יבמות ס״א     כ״א לעומר     אבות ב׳     מברכים בה״ב

מצות עשה: 13   מצות לא תעשה: 38

Even when R’ Reuvein Fain was sick in 
the last years of his life he continued 
his all-encompassing, in-depth Friday 

morning chaburah in his home:

During the Friday night seuda...

After the shiur the sparks of torah would continue 
to fly with many questions and answers. One week 

the discussion continued for a little too long…

After they bentched and the table was cleared...

The Rambam in 
hilchos korban 

pesach...

That question 
is going to take time 

to explain, but it’s very late 
and it’s more important that 

everyone go home now to help... 
Come to my home Shabbos 

afternoon and we can 
continue.

Rebbi, my parents 
went away for 

shabbos and I’ll be 
eating the seudos at 

home by myself.

Now that 
the Shabbos 

seuda is over, you 
can ask your 

question. Can I first ask 
Rebbi a different 

question?

of course.

Why didn’t Rebbi 
want to discuss 
the shiur during 

the meal?

Let me explain. 
My wife works hard 

to prepare the shabbos 
seuda. How can she enjoy 

and participate in the seuda if 
she is just sitting without 

understanding what is 
being discussed?

Rebbe, the 
question I had 
on the shiur, 
based on...

My son, let’s not 
discuss the shiur... At 

the seuda we enjoy divrei 
torah and questions on 
the parsha. Last year on 

Succos the Steipler 
asked me...

Oh, no, that can’t 
be. You are invited to eat 

with us this Shabbos! My wife 
enjoys the meal much more 
when we have guests, and I 
will answer your question 

tonight.

...but Rebbi 
told me he would 
discuss the shiur 

tonight.

5684-5753 1924-1993 iuhx v"f

R' Reuvain Fain זַצַ״ל was born in Belitza, Belarus, to תַי זַצַ״ל  and Sirel Yenta ,רָב the town’s ,ר׳ שַבְּ
(daughter of אוּבֵן יבָה His first . (זַצַ״ל Cohen ר׳ רְּ שִׁ ים was יְּ לָנִׁ ים עֹזֶר During WWII, on .סְּ  s advice, he’זַצַ״ל ר׳ חַיִׁ
joined יר יבַת מִׁ שִׁ אוּבֵן and ended up in Shanghai. There יְּ  and the זַצַ״ל Partzovitz ר׳ נָחוּם learned with ר׳ רְּ
יחַ  גִׁ רָאֵל In 1947, he emigrated to .זַצַ״ל R' Chaskel Levenstein ,מַשְּ שְּ יש and joined the אֶרֶץ יִׁ  The .כּוֹלֵל חַזוֹן אִׁ
יש אוּבֵן arranged חֲזוֹן אִׁ אוּבֵן  ,s marriage to his brother’s grand-daughter, Yehudis Alfa. Later’ר׳ רְּ  ר׳ רְּ
joined יר יבַת בֵית מֵאִׁ שִׁ יבָה as a יְּ שִׁ ים For 25 years he gave many .ראֹש יְּ עוּרִׁ יר in שִׁ יבַת בֵית מֵאִׁ שִׁ יבַת אוֹר  and יְּ שִׁ יְּ
ם In 1970, the first 5 volumes of .תּוֹרָה תַיִׁ פְּ שְּ כָּמוֹת were published with בֵין הַמִׁ ים from הַסְּ  Shmulevitz ר׳ חַיִׁ
ירָה After the .זַצַ״ל and the Steipler זַצַ״ל טִׁ י of פְּ חָה הַלֵוִׁ מְּ יָהוּ שִׁ  in 1983, he moved to New זַצַ״ל Chazan ר׳ אֵלִׁ
York as יבָה שִׁ דַעַת of ראֹש יְּ ים where he imbued his American ,תּוֹרָה וְּ ידִׁ מִׁ מָדָה ,אַהֲבַת הַתּוֹרָה with his תַּלְּ  and הַתְּ
מּוּד אוּבֵן .דֶרֶךְ הַלִׁ ם was a prolific writer and added many volumes to his ר׳ רְּ תַיִׁ פְּ שְּ  Several additional .בֵין הַמִׁ

volumes of אוּבֵן סיום משניות s writings have been published posthumously.  Special Mazel Tov to all the participants in the 59th Annual National Pirchei’ר׳ רְּ



Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ה׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The לְמִי נְהֶדְרִין פ״י ה״א) יְרוּשַׁ ר הקב״ה “ :teaches (סַׁ ר חָנָן...: אָמַׁ ר׳ יוּדָן בַׁ
י, אִם רְאִיתֶם זְכוּת אָבוֹת וּזְכוּת אִמָהוֹת שֶנִתְמוֹטְטוּ, לְכוּ וְהִדָבְקוּ  לְיִשְרָאֵל: בָנַׁ

…בְחֶסֶד  — R’ Yudon the son of Chonon says...: ד׳ says to [ל  :Yisroel [כְלַׁ
“My son, if you see the merits of our forefathers and the merit of our 
foremothers are becoming weakened (lit: breaking down, crashing), go 
and become attached to חֶסֶד…” The יִים אַבְרָהָם  explains that חָפֵץ חַׁ
 .was a merit not only for himself, but for the entire world חֶסֶד s’אָבִינוּ
 .judges the world the way how the we act towards each other ד׳
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
The יִים דִין continues that חָפֵץ חַׁ ת הַׁ  is being felt everywhere with new tragedies מִדַׁ
happening daily. The only antidote is to do חֶסֶד with one another. ״ל  ד׳ teach us that חֲזַׁ
will reciprocate with חֶסֶד and say, “These that themselves need חֶסֶד, do חֶסֶד with each 
other, I, Who am full of חֶסֶד, must do חֶסֶד with my creations!”  

1. If a person used an animal for a sin, why was the animal put to 
death? 

2. What should a Jew say instead of “I am repulsed by non-kosher 
food, טְנֵז עַׁ  ”?… ,שַׁ

1. Even though it had no understanding, it caused a man to be killed; קַל וָחֺמֶר for 
man who understands good and evil and causes evil to his fellow man by 
causing him to sin … (ַׁבְהֵמָה  .(20:15 — ד״ה וְאֶת ה

2. A Jew should rather say I would like to … but My Father Who is in Heaven has 
decreed upon me not to … (ִּים ַׁמ ִּן הָע ִּל אֶתְכֶם מ ַׁבְד     .(20:26 — ד״ה וָא

1. If a person used an animal for a sin, why was the animal put to 
death? 

2. What should a Jew say instead of “I am repulsed by non-kosher 
food, טְנֵז עַׁ  ”?… ,שַׁ

1. Even though it had no understanding, it caused a man to be killed; קַל וָחֺמֶר for 
man who understands good and evil and causes evil to his fellow man by 
causing him to sin … (ַׁבְהֵמָה  .(20:15 — ד״ה וְאֶת ה

2. A Jew should rather say I would like to … but My Father Who is in Heaven has 
decreed upon me not to … (ִּים ַׁמ ִּן הָע ִּל אֶתְכֶם מ ַׁבְד     .(20:26 — ד״ה וָא

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

א יט:יז( … יו חֵטְא )וַיִקְרָּׂ לָּׂ א עָּׂ הוֹכֵחַ תּוֹכִיחַ אֶת עֲמִיתֶךָ וְלאֺ תִשָּׂ  
 … you shall reprove your fellow, and you shall not bear a sin 
because of him. 
 Although we are commanded to reprove a fellow Jew who 
sins, we are not permitted to do so in a manner that will cause the 
sinner any embarrassment. To embarrass someone – even when that 
person has clearly done something that is wrong – is a very grave sin 
(based on רַשִ״י). 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 It was ה בְאָב  afternoon and Yitzchak, a Chassidic man תִּשְעָּׂ
living in Brooklyn, opened his grocery store for the benefit of those 
who needed to purchase food for after the fast. Soon, two customers 
entered Yitzchak’s store; one was a neighborhood ב  and the other רָּׂ
was a non-religious Jewish girl. The girl loaded up her shopping cart 
with cookies, sodas and all sorts of other treats. As she approached 
the check-out counter, the girl announced defiantly, “I am not fasting 
— I had a cup of coffee this morning!” 
 Yitzchak responded softly, “Well, you did break your fast, 
but you would still get a ה  if you refrained from eating from now מִצְוָּׂ
until nightfall.” 
 The girl was obviously taken aback by Yitzchak’s soft and 
sincere reply. She turned to the ב  who was now close to the counter רָּׂ
and asked him, “What do you say?” 
 The ב  also spoke in a gentle and kind tone. “The man is רָּׂ
correct. It would be a ה  for you to refrain from eating for the rest מִצְוָּׂ
of the day.” 
 Without a word, the girl returned all her would-be 
purchases to their respective shelves and left the store. 
 The girl returned to the store the next day. She told 
Yitzchak that she had not eaten the rest of the day, and in fact had 
refrained from eating a few hours into the night as a way of atoning 
for having eaten earlier in the day. She said, “The way in which you 
and the Rabbi spoke to me moved me very much. I promised myself 

that I would never again eat on ה בְאָב  ”.תִּשְעָּׂ
∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 

 Around a century ago, there lived a מַגִיד who used to travel 
throughout Lithuania imploring Jews to improve their observance of 
פֵץ חַיִים Once, he visited the .מִצְוֹת  in Radin and poured out his חָּׂ
frustrations. “I am coming now from a community where I was 
dismayed to learn of the poor level of ה  observance among many מִצְוָּׂ
families. ת  and spoke to אָרוֹן הַקוֹדֶש morning, I stood before the שַבָּׂ
the congregants about the urgent need for ה  I could not believe .תְּשוּבָּׂ
their reaction! Before I could finish my speech, some men charged 
forward and threatened to drag me away if I would not descend the 
pulpit on my own! What is the matter with these people? Why can’t 
they face the truth?” 
 The פֵץ חַיִים  responded with a question of his own. “How חָּׂ
did you speak when you delivered your reproof? Were you calm or 
did you get excited?”  
 “Why, of course I got excited!” replied the מַגִיד. “Those 
people are sinners and they had to be told in no uncertain terms that 
their behavior must change! I screamed, I pounded my fist on the 
lectern … and I explained the severity of what they had been doing. 
And I told them what’s going to happen to them if they do not mend 
their ways!” 
 “Now I understand,” the פֵץ חַיִים  .מַגִיד responded to  the חָּׂ
“Of course your words did not accomplish anything constructive. Tell 
me, my friend, when you put on תְּפִלִין in the morning, do you also 
shout and pound your fist? Certainly not, for that is not the way one 
performs a ה ה Well, offering .מִצְוָּׂ חָּׂ  to one’s fellow Jew is (reproof) תּוֹכָּׂ
also a ה ה Nowhere does it say that this .מִצְוָּׂ  is different than any מִצְוָּׂ
other, that it must be carried out in a manner that is insulting and 
belittling to the person being criticized. Next time, speak to the 
people in a way that shows you care for them and that you respect 
them. No doubt, your words will then accomplish much more.” 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

הִלְכווֹת
מֶר סְפִירַת הָעווֹ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

The Art of Reproof

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• Even for those who have the מִנְהָג to refrain from wearing 
new clothes (or make a ּחֱיָנו הֶׁ  many are lenient ,סְפִירָה during (שֶׁ
and will wear / make the בְרָכָה on new garments worn on 

בָת בָת Others are stringent even on .סְפִירָה during שַׁ  .שַׁ
• Both opinions permit wearing new undergarments during 
 .סְפִירָה

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

R' Gedaliah Sheinin related that he once brought a wealthy 
American to R' Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל for a רָכָה  The man wished to .בְּ
express his gratitude with a gift of money. R' Zundel refused to 
accept it. “ ְבִיר. אִיך אִיךְ טאָר נִישׁט נעֶמעֶן געֶלט פאַר מִיר. אִיךְ בִין אַ גְּ
בִיר!  I must not — האָב אַ דִירָה. אִיךְ האָב װאָס צוּ עֶסעֶן. אִיךְ בִין אַ גְּ
take money for myself. I am wealthy. I have a house. I have what 
to eat. I am wealthy!” he said. He was not saying it in jest. He 
meant it. And hearing him say it, you knew it was true. 
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ה׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The לְמִי נְהֶדְרִין פ״י ה״א) יְרוּשַׁ ר הקב״ה “ :teaches (סַׁ ר חָנָן...: אָמַׁ ר׳ יוּדָן בַׁ
י, אִם רְאִיתֶם זְכוּת אָבוֹת וּזְכוּת אִמָהוֹת שֶנִתְמוֹטְטוּ, לְכוּ וְהִדָבְקוּ  לְיִשְרָאֵל: בָנַׁ

…בְחֶסֶד  — R’ Yudon the son of Chonon says...: ד׳ says to [ל  :Yisroel [כְלַׁ
“My son, if you see the merits of our forefathers and the merit of our 
foremothers are becoming weakened (lit: breaking down, crashing), go 
and become attached to חֶסֶד…” The יִים אַבְרָהָם  explains that חָפֵץ חַׁ
 .was a merit not only for himself, but for the entire world חֶסֶד s’אָבִינוּ
 .judges the world the way how the we act towards each other ד׳
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
The יִים דִין continues that חָפֵץ חַׁ ת הַׁ  is being felt everywhere with new tragedies מִדַׁ
happening daily. The only antidote is to do חֶסֶד with one another. ״ל  ד׳ teach us that חֲזַׁ
will reciprocate with חֶסֶד and say, “These that themselves need חֶסֶד, do חֶסֶד with each 
other, I, Who am full of חֶסֶד, must do חֶסֶד with my creations!”  

1. If a person used an animal for a sin, why was the animal put to 
death? 

2. What should a Jew say instead of “I am repulsed by non-kosher 
food, טְנֵז עַׁ  ”?… ,שַׁ

1. Even though it had no understanding, it caused a man to be killed; קַל וָחֺמֶר for 
man who understands good and evil and causes evil to his fellow man by 
causing him to sin … (ַׁבְהֵמָה  .(20:15 — ד״ה וְאֶת ה

2. A Jew should rather say I would like to … but My Father Who is in Heaven has 
decreed upon me not to … (ִּים ַׁמ ִּן הָע ִּל אֶתְכֶם מ ַׁבְד     .(20:26 — ד״ה וָא

1. If a person used an animal for a sin, why was the animal put to 
death? 

2. What should a Jew say instead of “I am repulsed by non-kosher 
food, טְנֵז עַׁ  ”?… ,שַׁ

1. Even though it had no understanding, it caused a man to be killed; קַל וָחֺמֶר for 
man who understands good and evil and causes evil to his fellow man by 
causing him to sin … (ַׁבְהֵמָה  .(20:15 — ד״ה וְאֶת ה

2. A Jew should rather say I would like to … but My Father Who is in Heaven has 
decreed upon me not to … (ִּים ַׁמ ִּן הָע ִּל אֶתְכֶם מ ַׁבְד     .(20:26 — ד״ה וָא

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

א יט:יז( … יו חֵטְא )וַיִקְרָּׂ לָּׂ א עָּׂ הוֹכֵחַ תּוֹכִיחַ אֶת עֲמִיתֶךָ וְלאֺ תִשָּׂ  
 … you shall reprove your fellow, and you shall not bear a sin 
because of him. 
 Although we are commanded to reprove a fellow Jew who 
sins, we are not permitted to do so in a manner that will cause the 
sinner any embarrassment. To embarrass someone – even when that 
person has clearly done something that is wrong – is a very grave sin 
(based on רַשִ״י). 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 It was ה בְאָב  afternoon and Yitzchak, a Chassidic man תִּשְעָּׂ
living in Brooklyn, opened his grocery store for the benefit of those 
who needed to purchase food for after the fast. Soon, two customers 
entered Yitzchak’s store; one was a neighborhood ב  and the other רָּׂ
was a non-religious Jewish girl. The girl loaded up her shopping cart 
with cookies, sodas and all sorts of other treats. As she approached 
the check-out counter, the girl announced defiantly, “I am not fasting 
— I had a cup of coffee this morning!” 
 Yitzchak responded softly, “Well, you did break your fast, 
but you would still get a ה  if you refrained from eating from now מִצְוָּׂ
until nightfall.” 
 The girl was obviously taken aback by Yitzchak’s soft and 
sincere reply. She turned to the ב  who was now close to the counter רָּׂ
and asked him, “What do you say?” 
 The ב  also spoke in a gentle and kind tone. “The man is רָּׂ
correct. It would be a ה  for you to refrain from eating for the rest מִצְוָּׂ
of the day.” 
 Without a word, the girl returned all her would-be 
purchases to their respective shelves and left the store. 
 The girl returned to the store the next day. She told 
Yitzchak that she had not eaten the rest of the day, and in fact had 
refrained from eating a few hours into the night as a way of atoning 
for having eaten earlier in the day. She said, “The way in which you 
and the Rabbi spoke to me moved me very much. I promised myself 

that I would never again eat on ה בְאָב  ”.תִּשְעָּׂ
∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 

 Around a century ago, there lived a מַגִיד who used to travel 
throughout Lithuania imploring Jews to improve their observance of 
פֵץ חַיִים Once, he visited the .מִצְוֹת  in Radin and poured out his חָּׂ
frustrations. “I am coming now from a community where I was 
dismayed to learn of the poor level of ה  observance among many מִצְוָּׂ
families. ת  and spoke to אָרוֹן הַקוֹדֶש morning, I stood before the שַבָּׂ
the congregants about the urgent need for ה  I could not believe .תְּשוּבָּׂ
their reaction! Before I could finish my speech, some men charged 
forward and threatened to drag me away if I would not descend the 
pulpit on my own! What is the matter with these people? Why can’t 
they face the truth?” 
 The פֵץ חַיִים  responded with a question of his own. “How חָּׂ
did you speak when you delivered your reproof? Were you calm or 
did you get excited?”  
 “Why, of course I got excited!” replied the מַגִיד. “Those 
people are sinners and they had to be told in no uncertain terms that 
their behavior must change! I screamed, I pounded my fist on the 
lectern … and I explained the severity of what they had been doing. 
And I told them what’s going to happen to them if they do not mend 
their ways!” 
 “Now I understand,” the פֵץ חַיִים  .מַגִיד responded to  the חָּׂ
“Of course your words did not accomplish anything constructive. Tell 
me, my friend, when you put on תְּפִלִין in the morning, do you also 
shout and pound your fist? Certainly not, for that is not the way one 
performs a ה ה Well, offering .מִצְוָּׂ חָּׂ  to one’s fellow Jew is (reproof) תּוֹכָּׂ
also a ה ה Nowhere does it say that this .מִצְוָּׂ  is different than any מִצְוָּׂ
other, that it must be carried out in a manner that is insulting and 
belittling to the person being criticized. Next time, speak to the 
people in a way that shows you care for them and that you respect 
them. No doubt, your words will then accomplish much more.” 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

הִלְכווֹת
מֶר סְפִירַת הָעווֹ
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Living   Timeless Torahwith 
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• Even for those who have the מִנְהָג to refrain from wearing 
new clothes (or make a ּחֱיָנו הֶׁ  many are lenient ,סְפִירָה during (שֶׁ
and will wear / make the בְרָכָה on new garments worn on 

בָת בָת Others are stringent even on .סְפִירָה during שַׁ  .שַׁ
• Both opinions permit wearing new undergarments during 
 .סְפִירָה

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

R' Gedaliah Sheinin related that he once brought a wealthy 
American to R' Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל for a רָכָה  The man wished to .בְּ
express his gratitude with a gift of money. R' Zundel refused to 
accept it. “ ְבִיר. אִיך אִיךְ טאָר נִישׁט נעֶמעֶן געֶלט פאַר מִיר. אִיךְ בִין אַ גְּ
בִיר!  I must not — האָב אַ דִירָה. אִיךְ האָב װאָס צוּ עֶסעֶן. אִיךְ בִין אַ גְּ
take money for myself. I am wealthy. I have a house. I have what 
to eat. I am wealthy!” he said. He was not saying it in jest. He 
meant it. And hearing him say it, you knew it was true. 

Source: An Appreciation of Rav Zundel Kroizer — Rabbi Pinchos Lipschutz 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Learning did not always 
come easy to R' Zundel Kroizer 
״ל צַּ  There was a manuscript of .זַּ
his חִדּוּשִים on ת כְתוּבּוֹת כֶּ סֶּ  that מַּ
he uncharacteristically would not 
lend out. Finally, a young  לְמִיד תַּ
 who was well versed in that חָכָם
very כְתָא סֶּ  kept asking him to מַּ
the point that R' Zundel loaned it 
to him. The fellow took it with 
him to מֵאָה שְעָרִים but then lost it. 
He was shattered; he could not 
bear to return to R' Zundel 
without the manuscript. Finally, 
he mustered the courage and 
told R' Zundel the truth: The 
manuscript was gone. 
 R' Zundel did all he could 
to console the לְמִיד  over the תַּ
loss. The fellow walked away 
remorsefully, but felt reassured 
by R’ Zundel’s warm response. He 
assumed this was the end of the 
story. 
 Sometime later, an 
antique סְפָרִים collector was 
sifting through piles of שֵמוֹת. A 
handwritten pamphlet grabbed 
his eye, and he took it home, 
miraculously saving it from burial. 
He later showed it to someone, 
who recognized the handwriting 
to be R' Zundel’s. The man came 
to R' Zundel with the writings and 

asked if they were his. Thus, the 
precious manuscript was 
returned to its owner. 
 R' Zundel thanked the 
man and told him that those 
particular חִדּוּשִים were written 
with tremendous ש פֶּ ת נֶּ  as ,מְסִירַּ
יִם  was being bombed in יְרוּשָלַּ
1948. With all the neighbors 
crammed into the dark bomb 
shelter, he found it impossible to 
learn, so he returned home. 
 “Bombs were exploding. 
The windows were shattering,” 
related R' Zundel, “but I did not 
move from that room. It was 
under those harrowing conditions 
that I learned כְתוּבּוֹת and 
was דֵּש  that is written תוֹרָה the מְחַּ
in that notebook. I knew the 
fruits of that toil would not be 
permanently lost. I knew it would 
come back.” 
 My לְמִיד  R' Zundel ,תַּ
taught by example that a 
person’s most treasured learning 
and heights in personal growth 
happen during his most difficult 
times. You have the opportunity 
to grow at any time, but the 
potential is greatest in times of 
challenge.  

  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּרוּךְ!
בִּי Your                         ,בְּיְדִידוּת  רֶּ
Adapted from: An Appreciation of Rav Zundel Kroizer 

By: Rabbi Pinchos Lipschutz  
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

לַיִם was born in ,ר׳ זוּנְדל זַצַ״ל א  and ר׳ אֵלִיָׁהוּ צְבִי to יְרוּשָׁ טוֹיבָׁ
ה עֵץ חַיִים Kroizer. He learned in פײֵגָׁא ה He married .יְשִיבָׁ  מַלְכָׁ
Porush and was from the first to learn in יְשִיבַת מִיר’s כוֹלֵל. 

He learned in לַיִם ק but was a ,יְרוּשָׁ  He was a .חֲזוֹן אִיש of the תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָׁ
א ן צְבִי with חַבְרֻתָׁ תָׁ  Soloveitchik. For most of ר׳ בעֶרל Finkel and later with ר׳ נָׁ
his life, he served as a מְלַמֵד in רִים רִים both in חַדָׁ  He was .בְנֵי בְרַק and מֵאָה שְעָׁ
a neighbor of the Steipler and was a close friend of ר׳ חַיִים Kanievsky זַצַ״ל. 
He wrote ה ה עַל הַתוֹרָׁ  ,during the year he spent in Lugano אוֹר הַחַמָׁ
Switzerland, establishing a ה ה and שַ״ס He also wrote on .תַלְמוּד תוֹרָׁ כָׁ  In .הֲלָׁ
1990, he was appointed as a מֵשִיב in יְשִיבַת טשעֶבִין. Known as a מַתְמִיד, he 
was also a אוֹן נוּת and חֶסֶד in גָׁ  .עַנְוְתָׁ

 ח' אייר
5684 – 5774 
1923 – 2014 

R' Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל’s relative anonymity 
allowed him to spend his waking hours 
learning תּוֹרָה. R' Chaim Kanievsky זַצַ״ל 
observed that this was in fact a gift 
from ד׳. Many years ago, he 
remarked that it must be that ד׳ loves 
R' Zundel more than he loves R' 
Chaim, because He kept R' Zundel 
hidden and people did not flock to him 
with אֵלוֹת כֵי צִבּוּר and שְׁ  the way they do צָרְׁ
with R' Chaim.  

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America
May 7, 2022 - ו׳ אייר, תשפ"ב - Vol: 9 Issue: 31

לְתִיאֲנִי ד׳ אֱלֺקֵיכֶם אֲשֶר …     וַיִקְרָא כ:כד(…)אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים  הִבְדַּ  
I am ד׳, your G-d, Who has separated you from the peoples…  

וַיִקְרָא כ:כו(…)אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים  וָאַבְדִלכִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי ד׳ …   
… for I, ד׳ , am holy; and I will separate you from the peoples …  
 and קְדֻשָה discuss the laws of the קְדֺשִים and פָרָשִיוֹת אַחֲרֵי מוֹת 
purity that characterize the Jewish nation. The גְמָרָא derives many 
 ;פָרָשִיוֹת in these two פְסוּקִים from the seemingly repetitious הֲלָכוֹת
however, the repetition that חֲזַ״ל do not address is in these two 
לְתִיאֲנִי ד׳ אֱלֺקֵיכֶם אֲשֶר  (1 :פְסוּקִים אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים הִבְדַּ , I am ד׳, your G-d, 
Who has separated you from the peoples… and 2)   וָאַבְדִלכִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי ד׳ 
 am holy; and I will separate you from the ,ד׳ ,for I … -אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים
peoples … 
 If we look closely at these two פְסוּקִים we realize that the 
first פָסוּק is in the past tense —  לְתִיאֲשֶר הִבְדַּ  — Who has separated 
you, and the second פָסוּק is in the future tense — וָאַבְדִל — and I will 
separate you. 
 In סֻכַת דָוִד, R' Dovid Kviat זַצַ״ל suggests that this slight 
variation justifies the repetition of these words. 
 The first פָסוּק is a reminder of a historic event. On ד׳ ,הַר סִינַי 
separated us and commanded us to follow the תּוֹרָה. We were given a 
clear commandment to maintain that separation. רַשִ״י explains that 
 were differentiated from the other nations and were given כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל
the תּוֹרָה because of our distinguished heritage from the אָבוֹת, our 
forefathers. This is similar to a prince being told that he is restricted 
from eating in the marketplace. The restriction is based solely on his 

royal heritage. We were told to keep our distance from the nations of 
the world. We must be careful not to learn from their ways. We have 
to look different, act differently, and only then can we be a light to our 
non-Jewish neighbors.  
 The second פָסוּק is directed to a future issue. There would 
be times in the history of our nation in which the separation that 
occurred at סִינַי would eventually wear off, and then ד׳ will need to 
separate us. We are ד׳’s people, and if we fail to maintain our status as 
the children of ד׳, then He has to remind us to do so. Whether we like 
it or not, we represent ד׳, and we have to be holy, as He is:  כִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי
 am holy; and I will separate you ,ד׳ ,for I — ד׳ וָאַבְדִל אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים
from the peoples.  
 If we are not careful to maintain our separate identity, ד׳ has 
many nations who are willing to maintain that separation. R' Chaim of 
Volozhin would say, “If the Yidden do not make קִדוּש (sanctification), 
then the non-Jews will need to make הַבְדָלָה (separation).” The  מִדְרָש
בַצַר לְךָ וּמְצָאוּךָ כֺל הַדְבָרִים הָאֵלֶה  :explains the words (שְמוֹת לו:א) רַבָה

…בְאַחֲרִית הַיָמִים וְשַבְתָּ עַד ד׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ  — In your distress, [when all these 
things] come upon you in the end of the days, and you will return to ד׳ 
your G-d: The nations of world oppress the Jews so that we should 
turn to ד׳ and do תְּשוּבָה. It is important to remember that we are the 
nation that is teaching the rest of the world how to behave. Our 
modesty and lifestyle must affect the rest of the world, not the other 
way around! 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Even when R’ Reuvein Fain was sick in 
the last years of his life he continued 
his all-encompassing, in-depth Friday 

morning chaburah in his home:

During the Friday night seuda...

After the shiur the sparks of torah would continue 
to fly with many questions and answers. One week 

the discussion continued for a little too long…

After they bentched and the table was cleared...

The Rambam in 
hilchos korban 

pesach...

That question 
is going to take time 

to explain, but it’s very late 
and it’s more important that 

everyone go home now to help... 
Come to my home Shabbos 

afternoon and we can 
continue.

Rebbi, my parents 
went away for 

shabbos and I’ll be 
eating the seudos at 

home by myself.

Now that 
the Shabbos 

seuda is over, you 
can ask your 

question. Can I first ask 
Rebbi a different 

question?

of course.

Why didn’t Rebbi 
want to discuss 
the shiur during 

the meal?

Let me explain. 
My wife works hard 

to prepare the shabbos 
seuda. How can she enjoy 

and participate in the seuda if 
she is just sitting without 

understanding what is 
being discussed?

Rebbe, the 
question I had 
on the shiur, 
based on...

My son, let’s not 
discuss the shiur... At 

the seuda we enjoy divrei 
torah and questions on 
the parsha. Last year on 

Succos the Steipler 
asked me...

Oh, no, that can’t 
be. You are invited to eat 

with us this Shabbos! My wife 
enjoys the meal much more 
when we have guests, and I 
will answer your question 

tonight.

...but Rebbi 
told me he would 
discuss the shiur 

tonight.

5684-5753 1924-1993 iuhx v"f

R' Reuvain Fain זַצַ״ל was born in Belitza, Belarus, to תַי זַצַ״ל  and Sirel Yenta ,רָב the town’s ,ר׳ שַבְּ
(daughter of אוּבֵן יבָה His first . (זַצַ״ל Cohen ר׳ רְּ שִׁ ים was יְּ לָנִׁ ים עֹזֶר During WWII, on .סְּ  s advice, he’זַצַ״ל ר׳ חַיִׁ
joined יר יבַת מִׁ שִׁ אוּבֵן and ended up in Shanghai. There יְּ  and the זַצַ״ל Partzovitz ר׳ נָחוּם learned with ר׳ רְּ
יחַ  גִׁ רָאֵל In 1947, he emigrated to .זַצַ״ל R' Chaskel Levenstein ,מַשְּ שְּ יש and joined the אֶרֶץ יִׁ  The .כּוֹלֵל חַזוֹן אִׁ
יש אוּבֵן arranged חֲזוֹן אִׁ אוּבֵן  ,s marriage to his brother’s grand-daughter, Yehudis Alfa. Later’ר׳ רְּ  ר׳ רְּ
joined יר יבַת בֵית מֵאִׁ שִׁ יבָה as a יְּ שִׁ ים For 25 years he gave many .ראֹש יְּ עוּרִׁ יר in שִׁ יבַת בֵית מֵאִׁ שִׁ יבַת אוֹר  and יְּ שִׁ יְּ
ם In 1970, the first 5 volumes of .תּוֹרָה תַיִׁ פְּ שְּ כָּמוֹת were published with בֵין הַמִׁ ים from הַסְּ  Shmulevitz ר׳ חַיִׁ
ירָה After the .זַצַ״ל and the Steipler זַצַ״ל טִׁ י of פְּ חָה הַלֵוִׁ מְּ יָהוּ שִׁ  in 1983, he moved to New זַצַ״ל Chazan ר׳ אֵלִׁ
York as יבָה שִׁ דַעַת of ראֹש יְּ ים where he imbued his American ,תּוֹרָה וְּ ידִׁ מִׁ מָדָה ,אַהֲבַת הַתּוֹרָה with his תַּלְּ  and הַתְּ
מּוּד אוּבֵן .דֶרֶךְ הַלִׁ ם was a prolific writer and added many volumes to his ר׳ רְּ תַיִׁ פְּ שְּ  Several additional .בֵין הַמִׁ

volumes of אוּבֵן סיום משניות s writings have been published posthumously.  Special Mazel Tov to all the participants in the 59th Annual National Pirchei’ר׳ רְּ


